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KAPEATON IVANOVITH BOSHCO. 



By Sadakichi Hartmann. 



SO far as it is possible to see our native art as strangers 
see it, there can be little doubt that interior deco- 
ration in our large cities is to foreign eyes the most 
advanced at present. One of the most important feat- 
ures of interior decoration is the feature that really 
gives to a place its architectural significance — the relief 
work on walls and ceilings, lately applied with so much 
success and magnificence in some of the leading hotels 
of New York City. Relief work appropriately and not 
too lavishly applied makes a room look cheerful and hos- 
pitable even before it is further decorated. In this relief 
work, Kapeaton Ivanovith Boshco, a native of Odessa, 
in Little Russia, from old Cossack stock, with a head 
that would make a capital St. John the Baptist in some 
tableau vivant — one of the latest additions to our ever- 
increasing force of interior decorators — occupies a prom- 
inent place. He is thoroughly trained in his profession ; 
he studied at the art school in his native city and also 
at the National Academy in this city, and can work 
with great facility in all the architectural styles that are 
in modern use, although his most charming work is done 
in the Rococo. 

It will be remembered that two extremes meet in 
relief decoration ; on the one hand relief made by casting, 
which is usually practised, on the other relief directly 
modeled on the wall, for which there is an increasing 
demand. Ornaments produced in the first manner are 
modeled in clay like all sculptural work; then a mould 
is made of the model, and as many copies cast in plaster 
as required, which are fastened to the wall by nails, etc. 
The second, of course, much more expensive manner, 
is to do all the sculptural work directly on the wall, 



avoiding the mechanical processes of reproduction. In 
this Boshco excels. Everybody can at once understand 
what a difference there is between the mechanical, 
spiritless process of the first, and the vitality and spon- 
taneity of the latter, which allows the artist to work 
under the direct impulse of his quickened personality, 
and is capable of calling forth his originality, personal 
taste, poetic sensitiveness in the smallest details of his- 
work. 

Mr. Boshco has his own secret for the preparation of 
the plaster he uses, and he claims that it is the most 
endurable on the market. He always makes his own 
designs, and often without further preparations makes 
a rough charcoal sketch directly on the wall or ceiling, 
and immediately afterwards begins to model its domi- 
nant features, and gradually carries it through from' 
beginning to end, with perfect symmetry of style and 
character, each work finished being of a singular charm 
and a most alluring grace. Mr. Boshco has worked for 
all the best firms in this city and also executed many 
private orders. Samples of his work can be seen at 
Brockaw's, at the Gilbert House, Fifth Avenue, at 
38 West Seventy-first Street, at the Armory in Brooklyn, 
etc. His studio is at 1011-1012 Carnegie Building; 

In the reproductions which accompany this article 
many of the typical points of this artist's methods may 
be noted, also the distinct evidence of that excellent 
artistic quality, knowing exactly what to utilize in the 
matter of detail. Mr. Boshco's work is entirely free 
from the trivial and useless, showing no complications 
of uncertainty, and lacking nothing of that spontaneity 
which is the greatest charm of art. 

The designs shown here are but sketches intended to il- 
lustrate the free-hand method employed by the artist in 
modeling his work directly on the surface to be orna- 
mented, and not as specimens of finished drawings. 
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Hand Modeled Frieze in the Empire Style. 



